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     Committee of the Whole 

 
November 11, 2014 
 

The Committee of the Whole met Tuesday, November 11, 2014 at 6:00 p.m. in the 
Quorum Court Room, County Administration Building, Third Floor, 215 East Central, 
Bentonville, Arkansas. 
 

14 JPs Present:        Hernandez, J. Harrison, Allen, K. Harrison,  
          Adams, Jones, Sandlin, Anglin, Chiocco, Curry, Carr,  
          Moore, Meyers, Moehring  
        1 Absent:         McKenzie  
                              

Others Present: Assessor Glenn “Bear” Chaney, Comptroller Brenda Guenther, 
Accounting Manager Mike Crandall  
 
Media: Tom Sissom - Daily Record  
 
The presiding officer led the pledge of allegiance to the flag.  JP Steve Curry led the 
prayer.  
    
PUBLIC COMMENTS 

None  
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 

None 
 
JP J. Harrison made motion to suspend the rules and read all ordinances and resolutions 
by title only, seconded by JP Carr.  
 
Motion passed by unanimous voice vote.   
 
A. Resolution Request: To Amend Resolution R-2014-08 to Change the Interim 

Filling of a Vacancy in the Offices of the County Sheriff; Sponsor: JP Tom Allen  

JP Kurt Moore read the proposed resolution by title only. 
 
JP Allen made motion to approve and forward the proposed resolution to the November 
20, 2014 Quorum Court agenda, seconded by JP K. Harrison  
 
Motion passed by unanimous show of hands vote.   
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B. Resolution Request: Featherstone Senior Cart Project –Assisted Living Facility 

Revenue Bonds; Sponsor: JP Tom Allen 

JP Kurt Moore read the proposed resolution by title only.   
 
JP Allen stated made motion to approve and forward the proposed resolution to the 
November 20, 2014, Quorum Court agenda, seconded by JP Jay Harrison. 
 
Motion passed by unanimous show of hands vote.  
 
C. Resolution Request: Remedy State Correction Unfunded Mandates; Sponsor:  

JP Kevin Harrison  

JP Kurt Moore read the proposed resolution request by title only.  
 
JP Kevin Harrison made motion to approve and forward the proposed resolution to the 
November 20, 2014 Quorum Court agenda, seconded by JP Carr.  
 
Motion passed by a unanimous show of hands vote.  
  
D. Appropriation Ordinance Request: Dept. 0100, County Judge, Fund 3752; 

Sponsor: JP Joel Jones  

JP Kurt Moore read the proposed appropriation ordinance by title only.  
 
JP Jones stated that this appropriation ordinance request is to appropriate $1,400 in grant 
money received for the BC Veterans Treatment Court Grant and made motion to approve and 
forward the proposed appropriation ordinance to the November 20, 2014 Quorum Court 
agenda, seconded by JP Chiocco. 
 
Motion passed by unanimous show of hands vote.   
 
E. Appropriation Ordinance Request: Dept. 0418, Jail, Fund 3760; Sponsor: JP Barry 

Moehring 

JP Kurt Moore read the proposed appropriation ordinance by title only.     
 

 JP Moehring stated this appropriation ordinance request is to appropriate $12,500 in grant 
revenue received from the Chaplain’s GIF Grant and made motion to approve and forward 
the proposed appropriation ordinance to the November 20, 2014 Quorum Court agenda, 
seconded by JP Jones. 
 
Motion passed by a unanimous show of hands vote.  
 
F. Appropriation Ordinance Request: Dept. 0418, Jail, Fund 1000; 
Sponsor: JP Jay Harrison 

JP Kurt Moore stated that this proposed appropriation ordinance request was forwarded from 
the November 06, 2014 Finance Committee meeting.    
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JP J. Harrison stated this appropriation is necessary to cover an increase in jail utilities and 
made motion to approve and forward the proposed appropriation ordinance to the November 
20, 2014 Quorum Court agenda, seconded by JP Jones. 
 
JP Allen stated that during the 2014 budget cuts last year that these line items were cut.   
He noted that the total dollar amount for the appropriation is correct in the proposed 
appropriation, but that there is a scrivener’s error in the Utilities Waste Disposal line item 
amount and that it will be corrected for the Quorum Court meeting.       
             
Motion passed by a unanimous show of hands vote.     
 
G. Appropriation Ordinance Request: Dept. 0400, Sheriff, Fund 1000; Sponsor: JP Joel 

Jones 

JP Kurt Moore stated this proposed appropriation ordinance request was forwarded from the 
November 06, 2014 Finance Committee meeting.   
 
JP Jones  stated this appropriation ordinance request is from un-appropriated funds to be used 
for I Phone upgrades and made motion to approve and forward the proposed appropriation 
ordinance to the November 20, 2014 Quorum Court agenda, seconded by JP J. Harrison. 
 
Motion passed by show of hands vote.   
 
 13 yeas:  Hernandez, J. Harrison, Allen, K. Harrison Adams, Jones, Sandlin,’
   Chiocco, Curry, Moore, Meyers Moehring 
          1 against: Carr  
           1 absent: McKenzie    
 
H. Appropriation Ordinance Request: Dept. 0301, Ambulance Service, Fund 3450; 

Sponsor: JP Jay Harrison 

JP Moore stated this appropriation ordinance request was forwarded from the November 04, 
2014 Finance Committee meeting.  
 

JP J. Harrison stated that this is the fire dues that the Collector collects for the NEBCO Fire 
District and then NEBCO bills the County for their salaries and made motion to approve and 
forward the proposed appropriation ordinance to the November 20, 2014 Quorum Court 
agenda, seconded by JP Sandlin.  
 
Motion passed by unanimous show of hands vote.  
 
I. Appropriation Ordinance Request: Dept. 0113, Accounting/HR, Fund 1000;  

Sponsor: JP Joel Jones 

JP Moore stated the appropriation ordinance request was forwarded from the November 04, 
2014 Finance Committee meeting. 
 
JP Jones stated this appropriation ordinance request is to pay for the final billing from 
Innoprise Software, that converted the old financial software to the new financial software 



 

4 
Committee of the Whole Report  
November 11, 2014 

 

and made motion to approve and forward the proposed appropriation ordinance to the 
November 20, 2014 Quorum Court agenda, seconded by JP Sandlin. 
 
Motion passed by unanimous show of hands vote. 
 
J. Appropriation Ordinance Request: Dept. 0000, EMS, Fund 3021 to 1000;  

Sponsor: JP Joel Jones 

JP Moore stated this appropriation ordinance request was forwarded from the November 04, 
2014 Finance Committee meeting. 
 
JP Jones stated this proposed appropriation ordinance request is to transfer $235,750 from the 
EMS County Levy Fund  to the General Fund and then transfer $235,750 from the General 
Fund  to Capital Projects Fund and made motion to approve and forward the proposed 
appropriation ordinance to the November 20, 2014 Quorum Court agenda, seconded by JP 
Sandlin. 
 
Further discussion was had on transferring the $235,750 from the General Fund into the 
Capital Projects fund. 
 
Motion passed by unanimous show of hands vote. 
   
K. Appropriation Ordinance Request: Levying 2014 Taxes for Collection in the Year 

2015 for Benton County and Each City, School District, and Special Tax Unit in Benton 

County, Arkansas; Sponsor: JP Joel Jones. 

JP Moore stated that this appropriation ordinance has been pulled from the agenda.    
 
L. Appropriation Ordinance Request: Dept. 0109, Election Commission, Fund 1000; 

Sponsor: JP J. Harrison. 

JP Moore stated that this appropriation ordinance request was forwarded from the November 
06, 2014 Finance Committee meeting.  
 
JP J. Harrison stated that this appropriation ordinance request is needed for salaries due to the 
number of Special Elections held in 2014 and made motion to approve and forward the 
proposed appropriation ordinance to the November 20, 2014 Quorum Court agenda, 
seconded by JP Jones. 
 
Motion passed by unanimous show of hands vote.  
 
M. Appropriation Ordinance Request: Dept. 0113, Accounting/HR, Fund 1002; 

Sponsor: JP Joel Jones. 

JP Moore stated this appropriation ordinance request was forwarded from the November 06, 
2014 Finance Committee meeting.   
 
JP Jones  stated this is to appropriate $1,000,000 to cover the cost of health claim expenses 
for the remainder of the year and made motion to approve and forward the proposed 
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appropriation ordinance to the November 20, 2014 Quorum Court agenda, seconded by JP 
Carr. 
 
Motion passed by unanimous show of hands vote. 
 
N. Discussion – Resolution Request: Changes to Benton County Health Care Insurance 

Plan 

Comptroller Brenda Guenther reported that the health care program started in 2014 with $1.7 
million, and that currently health claims are $918,000.    
Brenda Guenther stated that to recoup some of the cost, Human Resources Manager Barbara 
Ludwig has recommended that; 1)  county employees be charged a $25.00 monthly fee; 2) 
increase the monthly subsidy provided by $50 per employee; 3) deleting long term disability; 
4) do a spousal carve-out; and 5) deleting coverage for gastric bypass surgery.  She stated 
that these recommendations would generate additional funding of $807,000 for 2015.    
 
Lengthy discussion was held on the rising health care costs for the county employees and the 
recommended changes for the Benton County Health Care Insurance plan.   
 
JP Sandlin stated that the court needs more information regarding the changes to the health 
care program before a decision can be made.   
JP Adams stated that he needed to see the recommendations broken down a little bit better 
and that  they are asking us to buy a pig in a poke, and that he did not see how they could do 
this by the next Quorum Court meeting as that they are re-writing the entire health policy. 
JP Moehring stated that he is uncomfortable with the changes that affect our employees 
directly and that he wants to have clear directions as to what information they are asking for 
and what other options are available.   
 
After further lengthy discussion the committee agreed to forward the recommended changes 
to the health care plan to the Personnel Committee for more discussion.   
 
JP K. Harrison made motion to accept the $25 premium for the county employees and the 
$50 funding increase to the Quorum Court and the budget, seconded by JP Sandlin.    
 
JP Jones stated that he did not agree with making any employee changes, and he was not 
okay with the $25 fee, this should have been brought to the committee mid-year.   
 
JP K. Harrison withdrew his motion, second conceded.   
 
JP Moehring made motion to maintain the status quo on the health care plan until we have a 
thorough vetting at the appropriate time, and send the $50 funding increase to the 2015 
budget process, seconded by JP Sandlin. 
    
Motion passed by unanimous show of hands vote. 
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OTHER BUSINESS 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

JP Chiocco announced that the Grievance Council will meet Wednesday, November 13, 
2014 at 6:15 p.m. 
 

JP Curry announced that the Transportation Committee meeting will be held Thursday, 
November 13, 2014 at 6:00 p.m.  
 
JP Allen announced that the Finance Budget Committee meeting will be held Monday, 
November 17, 2014 at 6:00 p.m. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS  

None 
 

ADJOURNMENT  

Meeting adjourned at 8.25 p.m. 
 

 
 
 
 
 


